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cases of acute rheumatism. These bodies were agglutinated by the
sera of patients suffering from, and successfully resisting, an acute
rheumatic infection. It was considered that there is a symbiotic
relationship between Strept. hcemolyticus and the virus ; the
streptococcal infection lowers the general resistance of the host
and the virus is so enabled to enter the body and assume active
characters. Further work is, however, required before this theory
can be accepted without reservation.
New Growths
The possibility that viruses might be concerned with the
aetiology of tumours has long been appreciated, and much work
has been focussed on this complex problem. Progress has
undoubtedly been made, but evidence that viruses are in any
way responsible for human tumours has not been obtained. It
has, however, been demonstrated that certain tumours are caused
by viruses ; these are a large group of fowl sarcomata, a papilloma
of rabbits which tends to become malignant, and an adeno-
carcinoma of the frog. In these cases it is considered that the
virus enters the tumour-cells and provides a continuous stimulus
which is responsible for the prolific multiplication of the cells.
These tumours possess similar properties to other mammalian
tumours in which a virus cannot be demonstrated. They are
non-infective under natural conditions, occur sporadically and
spread through the body by cell-metastasis. The origin of the
virus, i.e., whether exogenous or endogenous, and the mechanism of
infection in these cases have not been determined. Nevertheless
these observations are of great fundamental importance and have
aroused considerable interest. As a result of these observations
the virus theory has been used by some workers to explain all or
most tumour phenomena, but, while this view should not be
lightly dismissed, further work is necessary before it can be
applied with any certitude to tumours other than those mentioned
above.
Glandular Fever (Infectious Mononudeosis)
Glandular fever is a widely distributed disease found usually in
children and young adults. It is characterized by pyrexia, sore-
throat, nausea and enlargement of the lymph glands and perhaps
the spleen ; an angina] form is often found in adults. Recovery
is the rule. There is a typical blood picture, viz. a marked